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Stark County Fair Housing Department 
Sponsors Event in Alliance

Mayor Andrew Grove gave the opening remarks at the Fair 
Housing and Landlord-Tenant Seminar on May 20, 2025. 
Valerie Watson, Fair Housing Manager, and Ryan Maxwell, 
Managing Attorney at Community Legal Aid, were the 
speakers. Watson gave an overview of  the Fair Housing 
Act and discussed how Criminal Background Screening 
relates to the law while Maxwell provided information on 
Landlord and Tenant Rights and Responsibilities under the 
Ohio Landlord-Tenant Act. 

Event Speakers discuss the Fair Housing and Landlord-Tenant Laws



Community Development





“Moving Stark Forward 2050”

The Stark County Area Transportation Study (SCATS) recently completed an 
update of its long-range transportation plan, “Moving Stark Forward 2050”.  
The plan outlines a comprehensive vision for the region’s transportation 
system through 2050. Adopted on May 27th by the SCATS Policy Committee, 
the plan addresses current and projected transportation needs across 
multiple modes, including highways, public transit, freight, and pedestrian  
and bicycle infrastructure. It serves as a strategic blueprint to enhance 
mobility, safety, and economic development while securing federal funding 
for proposed projects. The plan is the tenth update since SCATS’s initial 
transportation plan in 1971.

The plan evaluates existing 
transportation conditions and forecasts 
future demands, identifying strategies 
and specific projects to improve        the 
county’s infrastructure. Key components 
include road and highway 
improvements, transit enhancements, 
and expanded pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities. Notable projects include 
widening Applegrove Street NW to five 
lanes (from Frank to Whipple avenues, 
$13 million by 2030), widening Edison 
Street NW to four lanes (from Cleveland 
Avenue to State Route 43, $5 million 
by 2030), widening Harmont Avenue 
NE to four lanes (from State Route 153 
to US Route 62 by 2040), building an 
interchange at US Route 62 and 
Harmont ($50 million by 2050), and 
extending US Route 30 from Trump

Avenue to the county line ($800 million by 2050). These projects aim to 
reduce congestion and improve safety. The plan also incorporates access 
management strategies, such as eliminating driveways and creating service 
roads to streamline traffic and reduce conflict points.



Public transit initiatives, led by the Stark Area Regional Transit Authority 
(SARTA), emphasize rapid transit corridors to improve connectivity and 
accessibility. Additionally, Stark Parks contributes recreational trail 
proposals to promote alternative transportation and enhance quality of 
life. The plan aligns with federal requirements for metropolitan planning 
organizations, ensuring eligibility for funding to implement these projects.

The table below shows the expected costs for these projects.

Keep in mind, these numbers include all local projects, ODOT projects, 
and Ohio Public Works Commission projects, as well as SCATS projects. 
In addition, these numbers include spending on maintenance projects, like 
paving, as well as new construction.

Public engagement was a critical part of the plan’s development. The draft 
list of projects was open for public comment late in the summer of 2024, 
allowing residents to provide feedback through an interactive virtual tour 
on the plan’s official website. This participatory approach ensured the plan 
reflected community needs and priorities. The document, available on the 
Stark County Regional Planning Commission website, serves as a 
repository of proposals and a guide for local municipalities and 
transportation agencies to foster coordinated development.

Overall, "Moving Stark Forward 2050" is a forward-thinking strategy to 
create a safer, more efficient, and sustainable transportation network for 
Stark County, addressing the challenges of growth and modernization over 
the next three decades.

Time Period Highway & Trail Transit Total
2026-2030 374,848,657$     26,437,294$    401,285,951$     
2031-2040 1,320,867,503$  61,876,535$    1,382,744,038$  
2041-2050 382,579,241$     76,169,904$    458,749,145$     
Total 2,078,295,401$  164,483,733$  2,242,779,134$  

Project Cost Estimates



Land Bank Updates



FIRST LAND BANK REHAB PROJECT SOLD

In early December 2023, the Land Bank acquired its first residential property with the 
intent to rehab the existing home and then sell it to a new homebuyer. The 2-bedroom, 
1-bathroom bungalow with bonus room is located on 0.72 acres in Perry Township.

After extensive rehabilitation work was completed on the house in 2024 the Land Bank 
hired a real estate agent to assist in the listing/sale of the property. The property went on 
the open market, was pending by the end of the year, and sold to the new homeowner at 
the end of February.

Updates and renovations to the home included a new roof, siding repair, new exterior 
doors, gutted/renovated bathroom and kitchen, all new fixtures and appliances, new hot 
water tank, new septic system installed, updated electrical, all new flooring throughout, 
and a new vinyl privacy fence. 



Stark Parks Comprehensive Plan Update



RPC GIS Drone Update
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